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Amidst the continuing COVID-19 situation, the 
year 2020 has passed. The turn of the new year, 
2021 brings us new hopes and possibilities. At 
this juncture, I convey my best wishes to you all. 

Along with the fight against COVID-19, the 
district administration had taken up number of 
initiatives for the development of Sundargarh in 
the last year. In 2021, we will continue to work 
on them further as well as make efforts to take 
up new projects.

Our mineral rich Sundargarh district is now 
a name to reckon with in various fields. The 
administration continues to strive to successfully 
implement the government programmes in 
different sectors. We aim to bring in marked 
development in the region and uplift the living 
standards of the citizens. The ‘Ama Sundargarh’ 
newsletter will make people aware about our 
progress. 

To safeguard the health of pregnant women, 
Antenatal Care (ANC) services have been 
started under the ‘Matrujyoti’ project. It 
envisions ensuring four free ultrasound tests 
for all expectant mothers of the district during 
their pregnancy. Similarly, ‘Swasthya Rakshak’ 
bike ambulance service has been launched 
in Koira, Rajgangpur, and Gurundia blocks to 
transport patients to hospitals from their homes 
in relatively remote pockets.

 

The administration is revamping the sanitation 
management in the district. Recently, 
Hon’ble Chief Minister Shri Naveen Patnaik 
launched advanced sanitation programme for 
Rourkela Municipal Corporation, Biramitrapur 
municipality, along with Kutra and Koira blocks. 

In 2023, Odisha will host the Men’s Hockey  
World Cup. As a matter of pride, this time the 
World Cup matches will also be played in 
Rourkela, along with Bhubaneswar. For this 
purpose, the largest hockey stadium of the 
country is going to be established in the smart 
city Rourkela. 

Sundargarh district produces high quality 
Tasar. Steps have been initiated to make the 
Sundargarh Tasar a popular brand and produce 
value-added products from tasar. To materialise 
the concept of ‘Soil to Silk’, a ‘Tasar Silk Park’ is 
being established at Khuntgaon. You can learn 
more about this in the following pages.

Sundargarh has achieved notable results in 
the field of malaria eradication. The toll-free 
district helpline functional under 5-T frame 
work of Government of Odisha has brought 
the administration closer to people. Similarly, 
we are taking steps towards progress in other 
sectors like agriculture, nutrition, livelihoods, 
skill development, PWD welfare, infrastructure 
development etc. 

From the Collector’s Desk
Shri Nikhil Pavan Kalyan, IAS
Collector & DM, Sundargarh
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Sundargarh district has entered into a new 
phase with the introduction of Advanced 
Sanitation Programme. The initiative, 
launched recently by Hon’ble CM Shri Naveen 
Patnaik, is operational at Rourkela Municipal 
Corporation, Birmitrapur Municipality and 
mining affected Kutra and Koira blocks.     

With major financial support from District 
Mineral Foundation (DMF), Sundargarh 
over 190 modern machines are in place 
across the four locations to ensure clean and 
healthy surrounding. By using mechanical 
tools, citizens will now get efficient sanitation 
services while the health, safety and dignity 
of our sanitation workers can be ensured. 

Modern machines are used to collect 
garbage from households, road cleaning and 
sweeping, cleaning of septic tanks, mosquito 
control etc.  Other interventions include 
‘Open Nala De-silting’ machine to clean up 
open drains, ‘Suction cum jetting’ machine to 
clean sewerage lines, ‘Cesspool’ machine to 
clean septic tanks, ‘Trailer mounted sanitizer 
and disinfectant’ machine to disinfect 

Advanced Sanitation Programme 
in Sundargarh District

Sanitary workers are the supreme 
sevaks of our society. Apart from 
sanitation management they play 

a key role in safeguarding our 
environment. Similarly, women of 
Mission Shakti play a major role in 

sanitation services in the State.

Shri Naveen Patnaik
Hon’ble Chief Minister, Odisha
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Rourkela Municipal Corporation, Birmitrapur Municipality and 
mining affected Kutra and Koira blocks added



Waste generated from the Rourkela Municipal 
Corporation area was earlier handled in a 
traditional manner. But now sanitation is 

managed by modern machines and vehicles. 
It will definitely help in making the smart city 

Rourkela cleaner and greener. 

Shri Dibyajyoti Parida
Commissioner, Rourkela Municipal Corporation

Women of Mission Shakti in 
Sanitation Management

The members of Women Self Help Groups (WSHG) under 
Mission Shakti are now into modern sanitation management. 
These women spread awareness in the society as ‘Swachh 
Sathi’, collect garbage from people’s doorsteps and manage 
the MCCs. They too look after community and public toilets as 
well as monitor proper management of faecal sludge. 

public places and high power 
‘defogging’ machine to reduce 
dust and smoke in the air. 

Apart from enhancing the 
sanitation landscape of Rourkela 
Smart City, the programme aims 
to improve the living conditions 
of mining affected Birmitrapur 
Municipality area and Kutra and 
Koira blocks. 

Better sanitation will bring 
better health to the people. 
Moreover, this is a progressive 
step towards ensuring long-
term environment preservation 
and pollution control in the 
district.
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Sanitation in 
Rourkela to be 

Smarter
Now, eco-friendly battery 
operated vehicles are engaged 
in Rourkela smart city area for 
garbage collection. Segregated 
wet and dry waste is being 
collected at the doorstep of 
the people. The solid waste 
is being handled at the micro 
composting centres (MCC) 
across the city.  Out of the 
proposed 10 MCCs for the 40 
wards of RMC, 7 are functional. 

Garbage collection from 
People’s doorsteps

Segregation of Dry and 
Wet Waste

Micro Composting 
Centre for Solid Waste 

processing 

Sanitization of Public 
places, Pollution Control 

in mining areas

Ensuring Health, Safety 
and Dignity of Sanitation 

workers 



Mobile Medical Van (MMV) in 
Sundargarh district provides 
health care to citizens at 
their doorsteps. Similarly, 
modern ambulances are being 
strategically placed to facilitate 
ailing persons' travel to the 
hospitals during emergencies. 
This has enhanced the state 
of healthcare on wheels in the 
district.

MMV service, launched on April 
1, 2017, reaches out to villages 
in every block of the district. 
Every vehicle has a doctor and 
a required health worker. It 
provides on the spot medical 
check-up and free medicines to 

the patients and refers patients 
to higher health facilities on 
need. By December 31, 2020, 
over 1.2 million people have 
been benefitted.

39 modern ambulances have 
been introduced by the district 
administration to ensure 
availability of the service for 
emergencies, apart from the 
existing fleet of 102 and 108. 
Among them, 30 are equipped 
with Basic Life Support (BLS) 
while 9 have Advanced Life 
Support (ALS) facility. 

The ALS ambulances have 
advanced instruments 
like cardiac monitor and 

Health Care 
on Wheels at 
Sundargarh

 y Medical Services at 
doorstep

 y 25 MMVs across 17 
blocks

 y Over 900 persons 
benefit every day

 y 39 Special 
Ambulances in 
operation

 y COVID Express for 
COVID patients

 y Bike Ambulance 
launched for 3 blocks

Bike ambulance service, named 
‘Swasthya Rakshak’, has been 
started to transport patients 
to hospitals from their homes 
which are inaccessible by four 
wheelers. 3 bike ambulances 
each have been provided to 
Koira, Rajgangpur and Gurundia 
blocks. This service is operated 
with financial assistance from 
the Odisha Mineral Bearing 
Area Development Corporation 
(OMBADC).

A dedicated call centre with 
mobile number 7077321234 
has been in place for the 
ambulance service. Moreover, 
it can be reached through the 
district helpline 011-41182138 
or 18003457461.  

ventilators. Health workers 
deployed in them have 
received adequate training. 
There are 3 ALS ambulances 
stationed at Sundargarh District 
Headquarters Hospital, 4 at 
Rourkela, and 1 each at the sub-
divisional hospitals of Bonai 
and Rajgangpur.  

Out of the BLS ambulances, 5 are 
used as COVID Express to carry 
COVID-19 affected to hospitals.

Sundargarh town has 2 and 
Rourkela has 3 COVID Expresses. 
The District Mineral Foundation 
(DMF), Sundargarh is providing 
financial support for the MMV 
and Ambulance services.
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“Earlier I used to bear the 
expenses for my ultrasound 
tests. But now the same service 
is available for free under 
‘Matrujyoti’. Several pregnant 
women like me are benefited by 
it. Along with free transportation 
to the affiliated centre, our food 
and transport needs are also 
looked after,” says Ketaki Nati, 
a beneficiary of Antenatal Care 
service from Duduka Panchayat 
in Hemgir block. 

Like Ketaki, many pregnant 
women of the district are 
being benefitted by four free 

Ante-Natal Care (ANC): Safeguarding Health and 
Wellbeing of Expectant Mothers

Aims to further reduce IMR & MMR in the District

Pivotal role of ASHA and Anganwadi Workers

Over 28,000 pregnant women to benefit 
annually

Special attention to high risk cases & 
complications

5,094 pregnant women covered in Nov & Dec 
2020

IMR & MMR in Sundargarh district 
is lower than the state average. 
‘Matrujyoti’ program will help 
us accelerate our success in this 
area. This new initiative has been 
taken up to conduct regular health 
check-ups and ensure mother and 
child health.

Shri Nikhil Pavan Kalyan
Collector, Sundargarh

ultrasound examinations and 
other necessary ante-natal tests. 
This novel initiative has been 
taken up under the ‘Matrujyoti’ 
programme of the district 
administration of Sundargarh to 
protect the health of pregnant 
women and their babies. 

This service was started in the 
district from November 9, 2020. 
The administration has joined 
hands with five government 
health centres as well as 42 
private ultrasound clinics for 
the purpose. District Mineral 

Foundation (DMF), Sundargarh 
is financially supporting the 
project. 

Under the ‘Mamata’ scheme, 
expectant mothers are being 
provided antenatal care services 
through local Anganwadi 
centres. This programme aims 
to ensure regular health check-
ups as well as proper nutrition 
of women during pregnancy. 
Now, under ‘Matrujyoti’, the 
pregnant women are provided 
four free ultrasound tests as 
well as necessary pathological 
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Four free ultrasound check-ups for all pregnant women in the district



tests like haemoglobin, blood 
sugar and HIV etc. 

Ultrasound test plays a key 
role while reviewing the health 
condition of a mother and 
the foetus growing in her 
womb. Under ‘Matrujyoti’, high 
risk cases and women with 
complications are given priority. 
Such cases are duly recorded, 
reported and referred to higher 
health facilities. 

ASHA and Anganwadi workers 
play a key role in the successful 
implementation of this project. 
They are entrusted with the duty 
to take pregnant women from 
their homes to the concerned 
medical centres for the free 
ultrasound examinations. The 
district administration provides 
free logistics and incentivises 
beneficiaries under ANC.

SOP and Training
For effective execution of the ANC services, the district 
administration has prepared a Standard Operating Procedure 
or SOP. It elaborates the role of CDPO, ASHA, and Anganwadi 
workers along with that of medical centres attached with the 
project. All key stakeholders under this service have been 
trained to align with the objectives. All beneficiaries are 
provided special Matrujyoti Card to record details of their 
health condition during the ANC visits. 

ANC under ‘Matrujyoti’ 
programme is going to be a 
great step towards providing 
a safe pregnancy to every 
woman and minimize the 
MMR and IMR in the district of 
Sundargarh.

Smt. Prativa Das
DSWO, Sundargarh

The ANC is a unique 
initiative taken up by 
Sundargarh district. It is 
effective in monitoring 
the health of both the 
mother and child. In case 
of any complication, we 
can quickly diagnose and 
help save lives through 
necessary medical 
interventions.

Dr Saroj Kumar Mishra
CDMO, Sundargarh

During my first pregnancy, I had my 
ultrasound test done in a private 
clinic. I am delighted that the same 
test is conducted for free by the 
administration. The government has 
also arranged free transportation 
for us.

Smt. Amrita Hans 
Beneficiary
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 y Tasar farming in 
5 blocks of the 
District

 y Over 3,000 Tasar 
farmers under 9 
TRCSs  

 y Over 96 lakh 
cocoons produced 
annually

Sundargarh produces the 
best quality Tasar in the State. 
The District Administration is 
thus establishing a ‘Tasar Silk 
Park’ at Khuntgaon under the 
Lahunipada block for yarn 
procurement from the cocoons 
to manufacture value-added silk 
products from it. This Tasar Silk 
Park, to be built on five acres of 
land with support from District 
Mineral Foundation (DMF), 
Sundargarh, will be operational 
by the end of 2021. 

The Silk Park will encompass 
nine Tasar Rearers Cooperative 
Societies (TRCS) of the district. 
The tasar rearers, women, 
rural entrepreneurs and other 
stakeholders of the region 
would be linked to the project 
making the ‘Soil to Silk’ dream a 
reality.

Tasar Silk Park in Sundargarh
‘Soil to Silk’ Concept to Become a Reality
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Sundargarh produces 
high quality Tasar. So, 

by establishing the 
Silk Park, producers 
would highly benefit 

with rise in production 
and Sundargarh Tasar 

would establish an 
identity in the national 

and international 
markets.

Shri Nikhil Pavan Kalyan 
Collector, Sundargarh



The Tasar Silk Park would have a nursery, 
warehouse, centres for training, design 
and production. It would have modern 
machinery for production of yarn from 
cocoons, cloth weaving from the yarn, 
and manufacturing of various value-
added products. It would also facilitate 
exhibition and trading of different 
products of tasar silk.

Tasar Silk Park:  
 Key Features

Tasar is extensively produced 
in Bonai, Koira, Lahunipara, 
Bisra and Bargaon blocks of 
Sundargarh. It is the source of 
livelihood for more than 3,000 
tasar silk farmers of the area. 
Through the TRCSs, the District 
Sericulture Directorate provides 
required silk worm larvae as 
well as financial and technical 
support. 

Tasar farmers procure disease 
free laying (DFL) eggs from the 
respective TRCS to start the 
tasar rearing process. Similarly, 
at the end of the season they 
sell their cocoon produce 
back to the TRCS. SERIFED, 
the apex sericulture body of 
the State government, buys up 
the cocoons from TRCSs and 
markets them. 

Tasar is produced in two 
phases. The process to get 
the seed crop or the primary 
eggs is the first phase done 
from July to September. Large 

quantities of tasar silkworm 
eggs are produced during the 
process for their utilisation in 
commercial rearing. Cocoons 
produced on a commercial scale 
are harvested in the months of 
November-December.

Tasar silkworms grow on 
leaves of Arjun and Asan trees. 
Around 1,700 hectares of such 
jungles have been created in 
Sundargarh district by natural 
process and through targeted 
plantations. TRCSs distribute 
the trees among the local tasar 
farmers. They look after the trees 
and the cocoons produced by 
silkworms on them and earn a 
good income from it. 

“I am growing tasar along with 
paddy and vegetables. But 
tasar is providing me better 
income. By growing it twice a 
year, I am earning a lot more,” 
says Kartik Tangil, a tasar farmer 
of Khuntgaon.

Through the Mahila Kisan 
Sashaktikaran Pariyojana 
(MKSP), Odisha Livelihoods 
Mission (OLM) provides support 
to women tasar producers. 
Several producers’ groups have 
been formed with them. 

“I have been producing tasar 
through the TRCS for the past 
five years. The income from 
it supports my family needs 
and helps me save up for my 
daughter’s marriage,” says 
Gumi Munda, a female tasar 
producer of Sundargarh. 

In addition to boosting the 
ecosystem ‘Tasar Silk Park’ will 
help in enhancing the quantity 
and quality of tasar cocoon 
production. It would also add 
to employment opportunities in 
the district. In the coming days, 
tasar products manufactured in 
Sundargarh district would be 
showcased through state level 
marketing outlets as well on 
global e-commerce platforms.
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Our Tasar farmers now have a new avenue 

of livelihood. Progressive farmers are 

earning three to four lakh rupees from it per 

annum. The Silk Park will provide additional 

support and facilities to the families.

Mrs Lucia Lakra 
Assistant Director, Sericulture, Sundargarh



 y Zero Casualty in 2020 due to Malaria
 y DDT spray and distribution of mosquito nets for 

vector control
 y Participation of Women SHGs in Malaria 

eradication 
 y ’Hello Points’ for prompt information sharing

It was October 2019 when news 
of a malaria outbreak at remote 
Jharbeda village under Koira 
block of Sundargarh district, 
started to spread. After 200 
blood samples from around 
900 population were found 
to be malaria infected, the 
administration took up efforts 
on a war footing to successfully 
contain the scourge of malaria 
in the area. 

With various interventions by 
the district health department, 
malaria has been contained 
in the district. Under DAMaN 
programme of the state 
government, awareness at 
malaria prone pockets, DDT 
spray at regular intervals, 
LLIN distribution and rapid 
testing were fruitful. Release of 
Gambusia fish in water bodies 
and marshy areas has further 
checked mosquito population.

Apart from the programmes 
of the health department, 

financial assistance from District 
Mineral Foundation (DMF) and 
Odisha Mineral Bearing Areas 
Development Corporation 
(OMBADC) has reinforced the 
fight against the disease.

Two hundred and eighty-
five volunteers have been 
deployed at various places for 
malaria management. ‘Hello 
Points’ have been established 

at different villages for prompt 
information to the health 
department on possible 
malaria outbreaks. Similarly, 
women of Self Help Groups 
(SHGs) are engaged in malaria 
eradication which proved to be 
an important step in community 
participation. In each of the 17 
blocks, over 100 women were 
trained for the purpose.

Towards a 
Malaria Free 
Sundargarh

Incidence of malaria has gone down substantially 
in Sundargarh district. Now on an average a single 
person in every 1000 is getting infected by it. By 
2025 we target to make the district malaria free. 

Dr Saroj Kumar Mishra, CDMO, Sundargarh
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Malaria vanquished in Paudi Bhuyan tribal region

The tribal population of Paudi 
Bhuyan inhabit 10 to 12 
panchayats in mining affected 
Lahunipada block. Their 
population is around 60 to 70 
thousand. This tribal community 
was not aware about the 
scourge of malaria and did 

not practice use of mosquito 
nets. The community was 
also apprehensive of testing 
blood samples for detection 
of malaria. After continuous 
efforts of the administration, 
this community is now better 
protected.



Year                 Infected Persons

2016  30,508

2017  19,090

2018 4,403

2019  1,768

2020 1,501

To further control malaria, the Health and Family Welfare 
Department, Govt. of Odisha, is providing long lasting 
insecticidal nets (LLIN) to people across the state. A total of 
13,64,727 nets are being distributed in Sundargarh district in 
three phases starting from December 28, 2020. 

For successful implementation, a district level task force 
under the chairmanship of the Collector was formed with 
participation from the health and other line departments. 
Moreover, block level steering committees are actively 
guiding the field force engaged in the programme.  

The district has taken 
important steps for 
malaria control. As a 
result, there has been 
a marked decline 
in the number of 
malaria prone areas 
and persons infected. 
Malaria mortality has 
come down to zero in 
2020.

Dr Manoj Mahapatra 
Consultant, Vector 

Borne Diseases, 
Sundargarh
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Long Lasting Insecticidal Nets (LLIN) 
- an effective measure

13,64,727 mosquito nets being distributed

2,612 distribution points with more than 
13,000 people

Focus on tribal pockets, mining affected areas 
and urban slums



Application of 
Technology in 

Education

Bridging 70 Schools 
into 1 Classroom

Video lectures by 
expert teachers

Delivering on Mobiles 
during COVID

“Although our school remained 
closed due to COVID-19 
pandemic, we used mobile 
phones to continue our studies 
at home. Videos for different 
subjects prepared by the 
teachers were shared with us. 
We continued our learning 
from those videos'', says 
Chandrakanti Nayak, a 10th 
class student of Hamirpur High 
School in Subdega block of 
Sundargarh district.

Efforts of the State Government 
and support of teachers 
has enabled students like 
Chandrakanti in Sundargarh 
district to pursue with their 
education even during 
COVID-19. To make the process 
further effective, Sundargarh 
district administration explored 
the ‘Virtual Class’ infrastructure.

Before the COVID-19 lockdown, 
in 2019 Sundargarh district 
administration had launched 

Continuing Education during COVID19

Virtual Class
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Virtual class is a 
progressive step 

towards continuing 
education of children 
during COVID-19. The 

technology intervention 
has become more 
relevant in the new 

normal.

Shri Nikhil Pavan Kalyan
Collector, Sundargarh



the innovative ‘Virtual Class’ 
programme. As a part of this 
project, 70 schools had been 
connected through V-Sat. 
Smart classes had been set-up 
in these schools. Through this 
facility, a single teacher can 
reach and teach students of all 
these schools. 

The project is funded by 
District Mineral Foundation 
(DMF), Sundargarh. The district 
administration has set up an 
advanced studio at Sundargarh 
for the purpose. Experienced 
teachers from different schools 
of the district are invited to the 
studio to take virtual classes. 
Through this facility, the 
teachers present in the studio 
are able to connect and interact 
with the students across the 
schools and replicate the 
classroom experience. In case 
of doubts, students may directly 
ask questions to the teachers.  

Closure of schools due to 
COVID-19 had stalled these 
virtual classes. But the project 
emerged as a great opportunity 
for the district for continuation 
of studies of the students. In the 

new normal, recording of ‘video 
lectures’ by teachers of different 
subjects started at the studio. 
These videos were edited and 
compiled to reach the mobile 
phones of the parents and their 
children. It was routed through 
the district education network 
via the headmasters and 
concerned subject-teachers 
of different schools. As these 
videos were also uploaded on 
social media channels, online 
education became easy to 
access and stress-free for the 
students. 

“To keep the students linked 
to studies during the time of 
COVID-19, we took up several 
measures through the virtual 
class. We prepared PPTs on 
different topics and added 
them to video lectures. It made 
the teaching process more 
engaging”, narrates Itishree 
Biswal, a teacher.

Various government schools, 
Odisha Adarsh Vidyalayas and 
Ekalavya Model Residential 
Schools of the district are linked 
with the virtual class project. 
Subjects like Mathematics, 

Science, English, Odia, History 
and Geography etc. are taught 
in the virtual studio. To make 
the lessons through virtual class 
more interesting, teachers are 
able to use PPT, videos, 3D 
graphics through the smart-
board. Even, experienced 
teachers conduct various live 
experiments in science to show 
the students across 70 schools.            

The virtual classroom at the 
schools has the facility of 
large TV screens and 2-way 
interaction facility. Each 
classroom is provided cordless 
microphones so that the 
students may directly interact 
with the teachers at the other 
end. 

“We have risen to the call of the 
government to continue the 
education of children during 
the pandemic. With help of the 
virtual class project, we have 
not only continued the teaching 
process but also have made 
it more efficient”, says Nayan 
Kumar Pujari, a teacher.
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It is an innovative 

project. Seventy 

schools of the district 

have been linked while 

we are in the process 

of connecting over 100 

more schools as part of 

this project.

Shri Pramod Kumar 
Sarangi

District Education 
Officer, Sundargarh       



I wasn’t able to walk properly since my 
childhood. I was stumbling and falling down 
while walking. My leg was operated upon in 
Nagpur. Doctor had advised me to take up 
physiotherapy. But for various reasons I was 
unable to get proper physiotherapy service. 
Now with the robotic physiotherapy at ARC 

Sundargarh, I am able to walk better.

Ms. Priyanka Besan 
Beneficiary

The Advanced Rehabilitation 
Centre (ARC), a state-of-the-
art facility, established in the 
campus of District Headquarters 
Hospital (DHH), Sundargarh 
has been instrumental in the 
empowerment of persons with 
disabilities of the region. It is 
established under the aegis 
of the Department of Social 
Security & Empowerment 
of Persons with Disabilities 
(SSEPD) of Odisha Government 
with financial support from the 
District Mineral Foundation 
(DMF), Sundargarh.

By 31st December 2020, 121 
patients had registered for 
availing prosthesis and orthosis 
services out of which 100 have 
been successfully served. 
Similarly, 101 patients benefited 
from free robotic therapy at 
the centre. Apart from Odisha, 
beneficiaries from Chhattisgarh 
and Maharashtra have also 
availed the therapy.

The artificial limb service is 
provided for free for persons 
with an annual income less than 
Rs 2,40,000; BPL card holders, 
ration card holders and persons 

Empowering PWDs of the Region 
Providing advanced rehabilitation services to PWD beneficiaries of 

Sundargarh, Jharsuguda, Sambalpur, Bolangir, Deogarh, Bargarh, and 
Kalahandi districts of Odisha.

First such facility in the Western Odisha region

Free Robotic Physiotherapy for all

Robotic Rehabilitation Training and Limb making

Treatment following brain stroke, cerebral palsy, spinal injury

Free artificial limbs for economically weaker beneficiaries
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receiving disability pension. 
Persons who are not eligible for 
the free treatment can avail the 

artificial limb service at central 
government rates.



“Since the past 20 years, I have 
been involved in goat rearing. 
The income from it sustains my 
home. To keep my goats safe, I 
have built up a goat shed with 
support of the government. 
As a result, my goats live in a 
healthy and safe environment.” 

This is the story of Premabati 
Rautia of Kuarmunda block in 
Sundargarh district. Several 
others like Premabati are 
becoming self-reliant by taking 
up goatery and poultry farming 
under Odisha Livelihoods 
Mission (OLM). 

Kuarmunda, Tangarpali, 
Rajgangpur, Balisankra, 
Lephripara, Bonai, Kutra, and 
Gurundia – the eight blocks 
where members of women 
Self Help Groups (SHG) are 
being encouraged to take up 
rearing of goats. A cluster is 
formed in every block and 120 
beneficiaries are trained in each 
of them. Twenty healthy male 
goats or bucks are provided to 
one panchayat in each of these 
blocks. In the coming financial 

year, 33 clusters will be formed 
in 11 blocks to link more than 
4,000 beneficiaries to this trade. 

“We were trained in poultry 
farming. We were informed 
about the food to be given to 
the young chicks as well their 
treatment during diseases. 
Now we are earning well from 
poultry,” says Phulmani Kisan, a 
beneficiary.

Women of SHGs in Tangarpali, 
Kuarmunda, and Rajgangpur 
blocks are involved in poultry 
farming. To encourage them, 
brooding and growing units 

have been established at three 
places. Each woman takes 20 
chicks each from these units. 
In the coming financial year, 
it is envisioned to connect 
more than 3,000 beneficiaries 
with this program through 28 
clusters.

Health responsibilities of goats 
and hens are entrusted to the 
concerned ‘Pranimitra’. Two 
Pranimitras work in each gram 
panchayat for the purpose.

Similarly, the establishment 
of ‘Mo Upakari Bagicha' or 
Nutri Garden in backyards of 
homes is being promoted to 
eliminate malnutrition among 
expectant mothers, children, 
and adolescent girls. It also 
supports the nutrition of young 
children.

Mahatma Gandhi National Rural 
Employment Guarantee Act 
(MGNREGA) is linked for setting 
up of goat sheds and poultry 
shelters. Similarly, wages for 33 
work-days are provisioned for 
‘Mo Upakari Bagicha’.

Transforming Life and Livelihoods  
of Rural Women

Under OLM, we are promoting 
goatery and poultry farming to 
strengthen the economic state 

women as well as enhance 
nourishment through ‘Mo 

Upakari Bagicha’. Secondary 
income in the hands of rural 

communities is the primary goal 
of the programme.

Shri Bhairab Singh Patel 
Project Director, DRDA 

Sundargarh  
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 y Sundargarh in the map of Odisha 
Millets Mission

 y Procurement target of 7,500 Qt. 
from 5,864 farmers

 y MSP of FAQ grade millet at Rs 
3,295/Qt. 

 y Wadi project in 6 
blocks of the district

 y 500 acres per block 
targeted 

 y Cashew, Lemon, Litchi, 
and Mango cultivation

Cultivation of different varieties 
of Millets has brought smiles 
to the faces of farmers in 
Sundargarh. During the Kharif 
season, different varieties of 
millet were cultivated by 5,864 
farmers in eight blocks of the 
district. The administration has 
opened mandis at different 
places to procure millet from 
the farmers. They can sell their 
produce at the particular mandi 
upon registering their names in 
the concerned LAMPCS. 

The Taste of Millets in Sundargarh

Fruit bearing trees are being 
grown on unused land patches 
of small and marginal farmers 
in six mining affected blocks of 
Sundargarh district. ‘Wadi’, the 
agroforestry project is used to 
promote fruit cultivation in Kutra, 
Rajgangpur, Koira, Hemgir, 
Kuarmunda, and Lahunipara 
blocks. Fruit farming would be 
taken up in over 3,000 acres 
of land in five years. Growers 

Agroforestry under the ‘Wadi’ Project

under Odisha Millets Mission in 
Sundargarh.

Apart from providing free 
seeds, technical assistance is 
extended to the farmers by 
the government. Millets food 
festivals are also organised 
to promote millets as part of 
regular diet of the people.     

While millet laddus are served 
to the children through 
Anganwadis for nutritional 
support, the district has 
introduced millets under Public 
Distribution System (PDS).

While harvest of Kharif millet 
continues, 168 farmers have 
started millet cultivation on 
77.58 hectare of land for Rabi 
season. Millet is cultivated in 
Kutra, Nuagaon, Kuarmunda, 
Rajgangpur. The District Mineral 
Foundation (DMF), Sundargarh 
is providing financial assistance 
to farmers for promotion of 
millet cultivation in four blocks 
namely Hemgir, Tangarpali, 
Lephripara and Balisankra 
which were added in 2020. 
This makes a total of 8 blocks 

will be able to harvest fruits 
from their own land for their 
livelihood.

While the District Horticulture 
Department is delivering 
technical knowhow, District 
Mineral Foundation (DMF), 
Sundargarh is providing 
financial support for the project. 
The administration has linked 
Mahatma Gandhi National 

Rural Employment Guarantee 
Act (MGNREGA) to create 
livelihood opportunities under 
the project.    

Assistance for plantations and 
their proper management 
is being provided through 
‘Udyan Vikash Samitis’ formed 
with beneficiary farmers as 
members. A detailed plan has 
been prepared for effective 
implementation.
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 y Lift-Irrigation (LI) 
system at rivers and 
streams

 y Management in 
the hands of ‘Pani 
Panchayats’

 y More than 1,132 
hectares of land 
irrigated

The sudden closure of a factory 
at Lathikata of Sundargarh 
district had taken away sources 
of livelihood from inhabitants 
of Majhabandh, Kopasitala, and 
Timijor villages. With loss of 
income, they were in economic 
and mental distress. But the 
establishment of three LI points 
on the Brahmani riverbed by 
the joint effort of Odisha Lift 
Irrigation Corporation (OLIC) 
and District Mineral Foundation 
(DMF), Sundargarh has provided 
rays of hope and respite to the 
people. Now, more than 120 
hectares of agricultural land 
is irrigated by these three LI 
points.

Several other villages of the 
district have got LI points. 
Irrigation to their fields has 
enabled cultivation of different 
crops throughout the year.

Sundargarh district has two 
divisions of OLIC. One is in 
Rourkela while the other is 
at Sundargarh. The Rourkela 
division looks after nine blocks 
– Koira, Gurundia, Lahunipara, 
Bonai, Lathikata, Bisra, Nuagaon, 
Kuarmunda, and Rajgangpur. LI 
point facility is benefiting the 
population in these blocks. 

LI Points Elate Farmers  
of Sundargarh

To tap local water sources, LI points have been established 
at several villages in hilly regions of the district. The LI 
points at Sol and Jorda gram panchayats of Gurundia 
block are some examples. There was no irrigation facility 
in the area. So, people from the region used to migrate 
outside the state in search of work. With the LI points, the 
agricultural fields are now irrigated, and different crops 
are cultivated round the year. Now, farmers can sell their 
produce in the local market and earn a livelihood.

LI Points in Hilly Regions

It was decided to establish 
113 LI points in the 2019-20 
financial year, with assistance of 
the District Mineral Foundation 
(DMF), Sundargarh. Till now, 79 
are completed out of which 49 
have started operations. More 
than 1,132 hectares of land 
is irrigated by these LI points, 
benefitting 1,816 farmers. 
Apart from the Brahmani 
river, LI points have come up 
at local streams like Jarada, 
Khandadhar, Kharapani, and 
Lauda.

To maintain and manage the 
system, ‘Pani Panchayats’ have 
been formed in concerned 
areas. After establishment, the 
LI point is handed over to the 
local ‘Pani Panchayat’. Due to 
the facility, farmers can cultivate 

paddy as well as wheat, 
moong, black gram and various 
vegetables. 

Water is the life & blood 
of agriculture and the 
establishment of LI points 
has provided the farmers of 
Sundargarh support to improve 
their income and transform 
their lives. 
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Modern SNCU for Treatment of Newborns
Special Newborn Care Unit (SNCU) in Sundargarh district 
provides advanced health support to new-borns. The 
earlier SNCU functioning in the old building of the District 
Headquarter Hospital (DHH) has been transferred to the 
new building dedicated for Mother and Child Health (MCH) 
services. It was inaugurated by the Collector, Shri Nikhil Pavan 
Kalyan.

The SNCU has facilities required to treat complications arising 
in premature and underweight new-borns. It has amenities 
like radiant warmer, photo-therapy unit, kangaroo mother 
care, oxygen concentrator etc. for treatment of the ailing new-
borns. The 12-bedded SNCU also has special arrangement to 
help infants who are unable to suckle from their mothers or in 
case of mothers who are unable to breastfeed their babies. 

Sundargarh in Brief

Revised Wage for MGNREGA Beneficiaries 
Daily wage of unskilled workers serving under Mahatma Gandhi 
National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) has 
been enhanced in Sundargarh district. Now they are getting 
Rs 96.40 more towards daily remuneration. Earlier they were 
getting Rs 207 per day. With recent wage hike, they are getting 
Rs 303.40 as daily wage. This additional payment is being made 
from District Mineral Foundation (DMF), Sundargarh.

District administration had put forward the proposal for wage 
hike to the Panchayati Raj and Drinking Water Department of 
the State Government. This proposal was recommended by 
the concerned departments. After approval from the Central 
Government, wages of MGNREGA beneficiaries have been 
increased in Sundargarh district.

Assistance for Hotel Management Education
District Administration has extended support for education 
and training in the field of hotel management for unemployed 
youth. This program has been taken up with financial support of 
District Mineral Foundation (DMF), Sundargarh. In this regard, 
the Sundargarh district administration had signed an MoU with 
government managed ‘State Institute of Hotel Management, 
Balangir’. 

It has opened scope for degree, diploma, and certificate courses 
in hotel management for the youth of Sundargarh district. DMF 
is looking after cost of admission and hostel fees of the eligible 
students. Each of these students would be provided extra annual 
assistance of 5,000 rupees. 

Ama Sundargarh18



‘Maa Gruha’ opened at Chandiposh and Lephripara
To provide timely health services to the expectant mothers, ‘Maa Gruha’ 
or maternity waiting homes were opened at Chandiposh of Gurundia 
block and at Lephripara block in October 2020. They were inaugurated 
by the Collector, Shri Nikhil Pavan Kalyan.

‘Maa Gruha’ are being established in remote areas of Sundargarh 
district to check IMR & MMR. At present, the district has 10 functional 
‘Maa Gruha’. Ten more such facilities to be  opened up with financial 
support of the District Mineral Foundation (DMF), Sundargarh. 

At ‘Maa Gruha’, the pregnant women get nutritious food as well as 
regular health check-ups. They are sensitized about proper post-natal 
care of their newborns. 

Few days before their Expected Date of Delivery (EDD), the pregnant 
women are brought to the ‘Maa Gruha’ from their homes. Arrangements 
are made for their transportation to hospitals at the right time for 
enabling institutional delivery. In case of need, a mother and her 
newborn infant are also kept at ‘Maa Gruha’ after delivery for proper 
care. They are sent back home when both the mother and her child are 
found to be safe and healthy. 

Gramin Pathagar at Kamlaga of Hemgir Block
Under the ‘Sundargarh Bahi Padha’, the public library movement, 
a rural library has been established at Kamlaga of Hemgir block. 
This library stocks different books of stories, poems, comics, 
classics authored by famous writers. Students as well as people 
from all walks of life benefit from the facility. 

With financial support of District Mineral Foundation (DMF), 
Sundargarh various public libraries are being set up in different 
parts of Sundargarh. To help develop a reading habit, apart 
from libraries, arrangements are being made to have reading 
corners with books at waiting halls and offices etc. 

Sundargarh ranks First in WODC 
Sundargarh district has positioned itself at the top in the 
‘Composite Index Ranking’ of the Western Odisha Development 
Council (WODC). It has continuously remained in the number 
one position from February 2019 till the last assessment 
of August 2020. Cost of various projects, their time-bound 
implementation, and submission of Utilization Certificates (UC) 
are the key factors taken into account by the WODC to rank the 
districts under the council.

Different developmental projects including that of health 
services, drinking water, education, rural electrification, 
agriculture, road connectivity, irrigation, enhancement of 
infrastructure and poverty alleviation are taken up under the 
aegis of Western Odisha Development Council. Ten districts 
and one sub-division are part of the WODC. 
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Reach out to DMF Sundargarh:

/DMFSundargarh

The toll-free 24X7 call centre 
is initiated by Sundargarh 
district administration under 
5T ‘Mo Sarkar’, a transformative 
initiative of the Government 
of Odisha. It facilitates 
dissemination of information 
and efficient delivery of 
beneficiary entitlements under 
different welfare programs 
while ensuring transparency. 

From government schemes 
and programmes to public 
grievances, the District Helpline 
has become an effective tool 
for direct communication 
between the administration 
and the citizens. It has proved 
beneficial while implementing 
programmes like Mamata, 
Matrujyoti, Social Security and 
PWD welfare and COVID-19 
management etc. 

Phone Call, SMS, Voice 
Message, Video Call and E-mail 
are being used to connect with 
the beneficiaries. Citizens also 
call the helpline for information 
and grievances. This two-
way communication brings 

the government closer to the 
people. 

The Helpline has been playing 
a pivotal role in implementation 
of the unique service like 
Ante-Natal Care (ANC) in the 
district. It helps to inform, line 
up appointments for schedule 
check up of pregnant women 
and besides, High Risk cases 
are routinely monitored. 

“I received three calls from the 
helpline during my pregnancy. 
They enquired about my 
health and informed about 
free ultrasound tests under the 

Toll Free No:
1800 345 7461 | 011-41182138

The District Helpline of Sundargarh:
Bringing Administration closer  

to the People

ANC. I was asked to call up the 
helpline in case of any difficulty. 
I am glad that the district 
administration is supporting 
me by this initiative”, says Pinki 
Nayak of Kinjirikela village of 
Balisankra block, a beneficiary 
under ANC.
During COVID-19, the district 
helpline played a major role in 
enhancing communication with 
the inhabitants of the district. 
It helped in dissemination of 
awareness messages, regular 
follow-up with patients and 
recovered individuals, as well 
as motivating people to donate 
their plasma.
The helpline is staffed by 
young, educated women from 
Sundargarh thus providing 
livelihood opportunities and 
empowering them. 

A Citizen Connect Initiative under 
5-T ‘Mo Sarkar’

Round the Clock Toll-Free Helpline

Use of Voice Call, SMS, Voice 
Messages, Video Call & Email

By 31st December 2020

Outbound Calls        2,46,218

Incoming Calls         9,278

Farmers’ Empowerment
The District Helpline supports the farmers by providing vital 
information about various programmes and their benefits. Recently, 
it helped boost farmer registrations for paddy procurement to one 
lakh from targeted seventy thousand in the district thus resulting in 
farmers’ empowerment.   


